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Particularly addreſſed to ſome Perſbns who have 
| undergone that OpzRATION. 5 1 
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REMARKS 


On the Practice of 


Inoculation for the Small Pox. 


FRIENDS, | 
FIND an inclination, attended with a con2 
cern of mind, to viſit you by an epiſtle, in 
the following remarks.—And though I am 
ſenſible they cannot prevent an act already done, 
yet, as it has ſometimes been obſerved at the in- 
terment of the dead, that the advice then dropped 
may be of advantage to the living; I am not with- 
out a degree of hope, with an ardent delire at- 
tending it, that the hints contained in the follow- 
ing obſervations may be uſeful to ſome who have 
undergone the operation.— They may, perhaps, 
have a tendency to awaken, and excite them to a 
deeper ſearch into the conſiſtency of the practice. 


For this end, I heartily wiſh their underſtand- 
ings may be ſtill farther illuminated by Chriſt, the 
Light of the world, which we profeſs to be our 
director, leader, and commander; and that this 
Divine Light may enable them to ſee, to retract, 
and to confeſs, That it is an evil and bitter thing, 


that they, in this matter, have forſaken the Lord 
and his fear, withdrawn their confidence from 


Him, placed it on man, and thereby hewn to them - 
| A 2 ſelvs 


* 


tf 


ſelves brifen ciſterns For ec whit babes co do 
* Mm the way of Egypt, to drink of the waters of 


* Sihor? Or in hs ways of Babylon, to partake 
of her polluted aq and run into confu- 
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But this addrefs is not defi Ye for theſe only : 


It is directed to ſu6h alſo-as have hitherto kept 
their conſeiences void of this offence-tewards Ged, 


their minds unprejudiced, and who ſtilf have ears 
to hear, unbiaffed by what fallible men may ſay 


in favour of this practice: Its intention, is, To 


direct mens enquiry inward, and impartially to 


- alk whether theſe things are ſo, in the Judgitent 
of Him who —— himſelf to be the Way, the 
Truth, the Light, and the Life, and is alſo the 
: Wiſdom, e and SanRtifications: a8 

well as the Redeemer of the faithful from tho ſpi- 


rit and evils of the world. — And my ardent with 


for ſuch as are thus unbiaſſed, is that their eyes 
may be opened by that Divine Power which is 


only able to effect this great work, to ſee a Light 
in their underſtandings ſuperior to that earthly wiſ- 


dom, which an apoſtle tells us is “ ſenſual and 


deviliſh; though, to hide its deformity, ſome 
have been ſo far deluded by the ſubtilty of that 


adverſary who lies in wait to deceive, as to cover 
with the plauſible title of RR ASOx. 


Let it not be ſuppoſed that it is my deſign, in 
the following remarks, to exclude that faculty, 


whereby the Almighty has diſtinguiſned his crea- 


ture man from the brute creation, from its proper 
office: My meaning only is to caution my fel- 


low. creatures againſt aſſigning it a province never 


* James iii. 


intended 
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intended for it by the Great Author of it (and 
which, indeed; in its own nature, it is abſolutely 
incapable of ) as well as from aſcribing attributes 
to it which properly belong to God alone. —For 
its definition and uſe I reter the reader to Bar- 


clay's Apology. Ss g 


Thus fortified, as they imagine, too many pre- 
ſume to place this uſurper, carnal wiſdom, which 
. they ſtile Rxason, in the ſeat that of right belongs 
to G Only Wife, where it fits as God in the hearts 
of many people in this corrupt age; ſhewing itſelf . 
that it is their god, inaſmuch as it governs and 


rules their actions, in oppoſition to that divine 


precept or injunction; © Fruſt in the Lord with 
all thine heart, and lean not to thine own un- 


© derſtanding: Be not wife in thine own eyes: 
« Fear the Lord, and depart from evil.—For he 
« that truſteth in his own heart is a fool, —bur 
«. whoſo walketh wiſely, he ſhall be delivered.” 
Prov. xxviii. 26, 8 


In the caſe of inoculation, men do not ſcruple 
to conclude that reaſon is a ſufficient guide. But 
did the god of this world blind the minds only of 
ſuch as believe not the goſpel with his earthly 
wiſdom; I ſay, did he only beguile infidels and 
hbertines, and tempt the unexperienced and un- 
wary amongſt profeſſors to inoculate, this were no 
marvel -— But that ſome, who have been enlight- 
ened in an eminent manner, ſhould ſuffer this in- 
vader ſo to darken their underſtandings, ſ to go- 


vern and influence their wills, as, in effect and 


practice, to ſpeak this language, My will, Lord, 
* and not bine, be done,” —(for, I ſuppoſe, none 
will dare to ſay they belive it to be God's will they 
have done)—1 fay, that ſuch highly favoured men, 

who 
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; who have been taught by a Divine Maſter to dif- 
- cern between the precious and the vile, and to put 


a-difference between clean and unclean, that which 
diſhonours God, and that which brings glory to 
his holy name; who have been choſen and ho- 
noured of God to be as his mouth to the people, 
to inſtruct, by example and precept, in all godli- 
neſs and holineſs of life; and, in diſcharge of 


their miſſion, tell the people what numerous ad- 
vantages and great peace of mind attended an 


humble ſubmiſſion to the divine will ; as well as 


| that times and ſeaſons are in the hand of God, and 


always recommend his tinie as the beſt time, for 
every putpoſe appertaining to life and godlineſs; 


who have preſſed a reſignation, or, as we expreſs it, 
a filence of all fleſbly reaſoning, under every diſcovery 


of his will, and to every diſpenſation of his ſuperin- 


tending and careful Providence ;—that ſuch as theſe 
(eſpecially ſome who heretofore ſcrupulouſly and 


ſtrenuouſiy diſclaimed the practice) ſhould be inſnared 
by the artful fowler, and caught by the ſubtilties 
of men, and ſubmit to this unnatural, may I not 
ſay ſinful, operation? (as I believe it is) is a ſub- 


ject of the higheſt aſtoniſhment, as well as inex- 


preſſible grief, to ſome among us, who dare not 
wreſt a prerogative out of the hands of God, and 


iuflict a diſeaſe, which, in the nature of things, be- 


longs to Him, and to Him ozly. 


But farther ; Thou that teacheſt another what 
mighty atchievments, what holy victories, and 
inexpreſſible peace, have been obtained by faith, 
truſt, and confidence in God's wiſdom, power, 


| love, mercy, goodneſs ; and that, if we were faith- 


ful, we might expect the exertion of every of 
theſe divine attributes for the ſafety and deliverance 
of all ſuch as love, fear, and confide in him 

9 85 thou, 


E 1 
thou, I repeat, that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou 
not thyſelf, To truſt in the Lord, to acknowledge 
Him in all thy ways, and not preſume to direch- 
thy own. ſteps ? 55 


May I now aſk, In what unguarded hour were 
you tempted to forſake the Fountain of Wiſdom, 
which is only profitable to direct; to hold a con- 
ſultation with fleſh and blood; and to adhere to the 
imaginations of mortal man, who would be wiſer 
than his Maker?—I ſay, In what unwatchful mo- 
ment were you ſurprized, and led away to follow 
a multitude to do evil? For I think ſuch an act 
in you could never have been the ſubject of long 


deliberation, or an impartial, unbiaſſed enquiry at 


the Divine Oracle. And though you have gone 


far, I believe you will not proceed ſo far as to 


plead a divine direction or revelation, You may, 
perhaps, with one we have an account of in ſcrip- 


teure, Zecauſe of your ſtrong defire and importunity 1 


have been permitted to go this length! and alſo, 
like Hrael, walked in a way not caſt up of the 


Lord. | 


But poſſibly your reaſon has ſuggeſted that it 
was all this, and more; that you begged a bleſ- 
ſing F from the divine hand in your undertaking z 

that 

The Almighty we find once making a gracious offer to 
the 1/-aelites to be their King; which inexpreſiible mercy they 
ſtubbornly rejected, —and ſtrongly pleaded to be governed like 
other nations by an earthly king, - contrary to the mind of 


the Lord, whom we find thus ſpeaking to this people 1 


gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my 
4 wrath.” Hoſea xii. 11. . . | 

F It appears a manifeſt inconſiſtency, nay, I was going to 
ſay no leſs than mere mockery, to give ourſelves a diftemper, 
and then pretend to pray to God to be carried ſafely through 
tA; this is our OWn act, — done in our own will,-and in our 
8 RS 
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that your requeſt has been anſwered, and the furs 


ctſs proves it,—Of this in its place. But ab! 
Mhon-lighted man! Canſt thou, will all thy pene, 

tration, and with the brighteſt light of thy na- 
tural reaſon, tell what is 3% for thee? Or, in 
the courſe of Providence, what will prove a bleſ-. 
ſing to thee, and what 07 ſo?—-Perhaps to have 


been diſſolved, even by the /mall pox, (which you 


chunted an enemy, and your fears precipitated an 
unmanly flight, to fay no worſe) I ſay again, 
To have -been diſſolvæd, and to have Nas with 
Chriſt, probably might have been much better for 
you, and perhaps thouſands more, who fly to ino- 
culation to ſave them. But have ſuch made a co- 
venant with death not to viſit them in another ſhape, 
and for many years to come? Alas! neither you 
nor they know what remains of the chain of 
events, paſt, preſent, and to come. “ Man Know- 
eth not that which h bez for who can tell 
& him when it ſhall be, or bat it ſhall be?“ 
Eccleſ. vili. 7. That is only known to Him, who 
fees the whole at one view.-So that you know 
not what difficulties and trials, in God's wiſe 
unerring Providence, may yet attend yay, 


Good men are taken away from the evils to 
come; bad men, perhaps, that they may no longer 
fin.—Alas! what if we eſcape with life in one 


circumſtance ! how ſoon may another more fatal 


overtake us? We may flee a lion, and a bear may 


own time, —'tis a mercy the Almighty in this caſe does not 
refer men, as he did Yael of old Go, cry to thine idols, 
let them deliver thee.” — Beſides, Is not this preſump- 


- tuouſly caſting ourſelves down, and then begging that God 


would preſerve us from daſhing our foot againſt a ſtone ? 
But let us remember the words of our Lord, —Thou ſhalt nog 
tempt t be Lord thy God. — 


meet 


- 


k 166: 1 


weet us. Ten thouſand ways can God Aſplarhis | 
power, and afflict with diſeaſes, or other ealamities, 
to awaken our lethargic ſouls to à ſenſe of fin, and 
repentance of the ſame ;—dr elle to uy our kalen, 
our n and our love.— | 


| 8 
Why then ſhould: we bee to rods or 
defeat the deſigns of Providence, and go before 
him in this practice? How contrary is this pro- 
"cedure to the exhortation and precept of our 
Divine Maſter, who ſpeaks thus to his followers: 
-—& Take no thought for your lives, “ what ye 
ſhall eat.“ Sc. — Ah! what is man! that he ſhould 
be thus overcharged with cares, fears, and ſolici- 
tudes, to ſuch a degree, as to cauſe him to re- 
nounce his confidence i in that Wiſdom, which 1n- 
ſtructs us, in manifold paſſages in the ſacred 
writings, that we ſhould not be anxious about tem- 
poral chings,—but in all things make our requeſt 
to God, to afford us thoſe things which may be 
moſt conducive to the happineſs of our immortal 
part.— For, as our Lord ſays, Is not the Hife 
more than meat (doubtleſs the divine life is here 
intended) or the accommodations of the body?“ 
For which, at the ſame time, he expreſſes a careful 
regard ;—and, teaches us not to diſtruſt either the 
goodneſs or power of our heavenly Father, who 
(ſays he) numbers the very hairs of your heads ;— 
and admoniſhes us, as well as directs our eye, to 
| * — at the Divine notice and care extended to the 
very fowls of the air.—** Behold! ſays our Lord) 
the fowls of the air— for they ſow not, &c.— 
« yet your heavenly Father feedeth them ; and 
adds, — “ Are ye not mueh better than they ?” 
And again; © Not a ſparrow falls to the ground 
_ « without the notice of your Father.“ Therefare 
let us not be ſo anxious about viſibles; for as we 
| B ; cannot 
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EY cannot add one cubit to our ſtature, nor make one 


hair black or white, —- no more can we, with all 


our thoughfulneſs, do better for nen than 
He who lees what 1 is bt: for us. 


Let us therefore truſt in the Lord, and do his 


will; then ſhall we not be afraid of the peſtilence 


that wallceth at noon-day. But let us be admo- 


niſhed by him to ſeek firſt his righteouſneſs, which 


will bring us to his kingdom; and neceſſary tem- 
Poral things he has promiſed to add. 


Again; let Chriſtians not refuſe the admonition 
or example of an Heathen, whoſe manner was to 
this purpoſe, He petitioned the Almighty to give 


him all good things; but, as it were, left a blank, 


to be filled up by that Sacred Hand which held 
all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, and 
was, and is, the only Infallible Judge of what 
are good things, -For we know not what is beſt 
for us, nor even * what we ſhould pray for as we 
« ought ; but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion, 
« according to the will of God; -n according 


to the will of man; — and when we are reſigned to 
the Divine Will, all things; that befall us will 
work together for our good, 


In the next place an obſervation of one of our 
ancient worthies ſeem to be to my purpoſe, where 


he ſays, © The vile world knows nothing but 


< carnally, after a fle/ply manner and interpreta- 


tion; and too many, who would be thought 
enlightened, are apt to call Providence by wrong 
names.—Afflictions they ſtile judgments; and 


(e 
c 


$6 trials, more precious than their beloved gold, 


„ they call mz/eries, -On the other. hand, they 
+ call the preferments of this world by the __ 
& 0 
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&* of Honour; and its wealth, happineſs ; when, for 


„ once that they are ſo, it is much to be feared 


they are ſent of God an hundred times for judg- 
« ments, or at leaſt trials, upon the poſſeſſors; : 1o 
« that what to keep, and what to reje2, and what 


& to want, is a difficulty God only can reſolve the 
6 ſoul. 4 


But are our lives ſo dear to us, and of ſuch 
mighty conſequence to others, that we mult fly to 


unwarrantable methods to preſerve them? For in 


the caſe of inoculation, the very Uncertainty that it 
75 a means appointed and approved of God, makes 
it criminal: eſpecially as it impeaches, at leaſt de- 
rogates from, the Divine Attributes; which, on 
divers occaſions, we may obſerve are engaged for 
the inſtruction, preſervation, and deliverance of his 
family; eſpecially thoſe whom he ſets apart for 
himſelf, to diſpoſe of as he ſees meet. Such an 
one was that faithful ſervant of the Lord the apoſ- 
tle Paul, who ſuffered no temporal concerns to 
move him; * neither (ſays he) count I my Ae 
dear to myſelf, ſo that I may finiſh my courſe 
* with joy, and the miniſtry of the Lord Jeſus, 
“ to teſtify the goſpel of grace; and ſo fulfil the 


will of God, in diſcharging the debt he tells us he 


owed © to the Greeks and Barbarians, to Jews 
&« and Gentiles, to the wiſe and unwiſe *. And 
in fulfilling his Miniſtry, he paſſed through many 


dangers, and endured a fight affliftions, which ; 


we may learn from his own narrative—.Yet how 
marvellouſly was he helped through his extraordi- 
nary trials! from which he never aſſayed to eſcape 
by anjuftifable meaſures z „ For (fays he) we 
know in whom we have truſted, And he alſo 


Rom. i. 


knew 
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knew in whom he believed, and - for whoſe eaufe 
he ſuffered ;, and was perſuaded that God was able 
to keep that which he had committed to him 
againſt that day, wherein, with his martyrdom, he 
received that crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the righteous. Judge, had. _ up for him, 


But farther ws our lives were of be great 
importance to ourſelves, families, or mankind, 


our God is the ſame as ever in his power, wit- 
dom, and love to his whole family on earth, &c.— 
Why then ſhould we try to evade his. Providence; 


gdiſtruft his love, ſuperſede bis fatherly care, run 
before him, carve for ourſelves, what, in our | 


own vain conceits, we apprehend beſt for us ?— 

The Scripture, in divers places, calls upon us to 
truſt in the Lord at all times; but in this unna- 
tural practice, we withdraw our confidence from 
Ged, place it in max, and lean to his wiſdom and 
underſtanding. But let us hear the penalty ſuch 
as thus do are obnoxious to.—** Curſed is the 
«© man who truſteth in man; and maketh fleſh 


t his arm, whoſe heart departeth from the Lord.” 


— On the other hand, ** Bleſſed is the man who 
<< truſteth in the Lord, whoſe hope the Lord is.“ 
—And. juſt and right it is to truſt in the Lord at 
all times, eſpecially in a doudtful caſe, as is this 
under conſideration, even to theſe who inoculate : 
for no man on earth can ſay, that it is a means 
appointed of God; that he approves it; and that 


it tends to his glory; neither that it does not ob- 
ſtruct it. 


Againg. « Truſt in the Lord,” ſays the Royal 


Prophet, before (or, rather tban) the ſons. ef 

* men; for the Lord preſerveth the faithful.“ — 

But many are. not faithful, and fo are trying to 
preſerve 
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preſerve. themſelves by un warrantable means 3.— 
which David durſt not do, though in a very try- 
ing circumſtance, when fear was on every ſide, and 
while they deviſed to take away his Life; yet he 
durſt not kill his enetny Saul, when he had him 
im his power; but fays, “I truſted in the Lord, 
aid, Thou art my God, my times are in thy hand; 
deliver me from the hands of mine enemies. - And 
he truſted that the Lord would deliver him, and 
ſo left the time of doing it to his God—lt ſeems 
then Reaſon was not bis God; —otherwiſe, how 
many arguments would have crouded into his 
mind againſt loſing ſo favourable an opportunity, 
which .Reaſon (or the faculty of inferring one thing 
from another) might, in ſuch a circumftance, where 
_ felf-preleryation may readily be concluded to have 
added no ſmall bias to it, have ſuggeſted Was my 
n providentially put into bis * By 


Again; Our Lord tells us, times nach ſeaſons the 
Father hath put in his own power. -A juft ſenſe 
of the power and right of diſpoſing in Providence, 
cauſed David to acknowledge as above.—But this 
practice takes that power out of the hand of God. 
Times and ſeaſons, 1 in this day, are, by man's wwiſ- 
dom and wilt, put in his own power. — But if poor, 
ignorant, impatient mortals would but endeavour 
to check this precipitancy (for he that believes 
makes not ſo much haſte to run before his Guide) 
and not be ſo forward to go before Providence, 
perhaps this time and ſeaſon they ſo much dread 
might never come; for many have gone out of 
rime ſtrangers to this diſeaſe: And ſhall we lay 
imaginary, at leaſt uncertain, hurthens on ourſelves, 
by anticipating an evil which perhaps may never 
happen? — The evils we expect and fear may never 
arrive, and others unexpected may ſuddealy meet 

us. 
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us.— This, as one obſerves, is ſurrendering a ci * 
before the enemy attacks it, becauſe he may pol- 


ſibly lay ſiege to it in s dme, 


Something like this was the King of Thats bad 
policy, which his fears dictated, when Benhadad, 
king of Syria, threatned an invaſion, having previ- 
ouſly made a bold demand of his gold, ſilver, &c,— 
But Abab, inſtead of afking counſel of the Lord, 
as was uſual among good and pious kings, made an 
immediate ſurrender of all his treaſure; thinking, 
perhaps, thereby to ſave the city, Sc. —Saying, 
«© My lord, O king, according to thy ſaying, I 
ain thine, and all that I have.“ — Upon which 
he makes a further demand; but © the Elders of 
& Iſrael ſaid unto Abab, Hearken not unto him. 
But while the Syrians were preparing to attack the 
city, though Abab had fallen into ſo miſerable an 
error, as well as apparent contempt of the Al- 


mighty's counſel, yet the Lord, to vindicate his 
_ own honour, to manifeſt his power, and ſave 


Iſrael, ſends a prophet to the king (Abad) ſaying, 
« Haſt thou ſeen this great multitude ? Behold I 
& will deliver it into thy hand"? (though he had 
contemned his counſel) “ and thou malt know 


that I am the Lord.” — This victory was obtained 


with a imall number of Vraeclites; as was alſo a 
ſecond conqueſt, by ſo ſmall an outward force, 
that the army was co er to two little flocks, . 
of kids, in compariſon of the Hrian's army, which 

it is ſaid filled the country. 


I have tranſcribed theſe paſſages, propoſing them 
as an incitement to Chriſtians to truſt in the Lord 
at all times, and under all difficulties. But to re- 
turn to my ſubject. —We read in the Scriptures, 
that the Almighty created the phyſician, or appoint. 


ed 


ny | 
ed him to heal, but never directed him to ini 
a diſeaſe,” But ſome in theſe days forget their own 
maxim: The phyſician is to affjft nature, not to 
force her;“ and therefore termed her handmaid. 
— Now if this practice is not forcing nature, I know 
not what is.— Indeed the Almighty once permitted 

Satan to try an experiment on his faithful ſervant 
Job; —and poſſibly this unnatural and ſtrange action 

gave the firſt hint, and ſet men to work, in their 
carnal wiſdom, to try what they could do with 
their inchantments; and ſee if they could not ex- 
tend their power at leaſt as far as Satan was per- 
mitted to carry his. And I was going to ſay, it 
is probable the enemy of man's happineſs might 
not be inactive in the matter before us; as well 
as in other caſes, which admit of no diſpute that 
they militate againſt God,-I ſay, perhaps, the 
_ enemy propoſed thereby to exclude the govern- 
ment of Providence from having any ſhare in the 
direction of men's actions, by diverting their at- 
tention from Him, left they ſhould conſider the 
operation of his (God's) hand, both in civil and 
religious concerns ;—and ſo is ſetting men to con- 
ſider their own operations, which they learn from 
| vain philoſophy, and ſcience falſely fo called; from 

whence they often draw wrong inferences, and 
make falſe concluſions, which produce evil prac- 
tices, and end in much confuſion in the world, as 
well as tend ſucceſsfully for our adverſary Satan 
to ſubvert and undermine the religion of the 


bleſſed Feſus. 


I think the preſent age ſeems to prove this 
more than a probability; as men are now attempt- 
ing to direct the thunderbolts of the Almighty 
where they ſhould fall, leſt he ſhould give up their 
cattle to the hail, and their flocks and their houſes 


0 


g e 1 a 
to hot thunderbolts; or ar leaſt are tryiog lter 
trate his deſigns i in the direction of his judgments 
. according to his wiſdom and will; for waftin 
Judgments,” plague, peſtilence, and famine, wit 
ſtormy winds fuiflling his word, are * of 
| bay where to Wil. 0 


5 Some of theſe TEEN to n as 1 have 
been informed, aſk the patients intended for in- 
oculation, What degree of infection they are will 
ing to receive? Thereby, I ſuppoſe, and have 
been informed, intending to limit the number of 
_ eruptions to the patient's deſire. Nay, they go fo 
far now, as to aſſert that people are ſecure from 
any furure infection after they have undergone 
the operation, though they have neither eruptions, 
nor any the leaſt ſymptom: of this diſtemper.— 
Theſe cannot ſpeak in the language not unfre- 
quent among the people, — I thank God, I and my 
«children have had the ſmall pox, —A curious art in- 
deed | that now both prevents the ſmall pox, and 
ſecures people from it for ever! if we will credit 
men: Though it is not unlikely hereafter it may 
be numbered with ſome other curious arts, and 
perhaps meet the fame cenſure. 


4 


And here let me ſay, it will be well if men of 
this caſt ſtop here, and do not attempt in ſome fu- 
ture time (when ſcience they expect will approach 
nearer to perfection) to ſet bounds to the ſea, that 
the waves may not prevail; though they roar, yet 
ſhall they not paſs over : and that the wind ſhall 
not blow where it liſteth, but where hey pleaſe, 
But there feems to be a time approaching (yet 
men will not believe, though it were told them) 
wherein their ears ſhall tingle, and their eyes 
fail at ſeeing the great loſs dome have ſuſtained in 
purſuing 


1 
purſuing (to ſay no worſe) unprofitable fludies *, as 
well as thoſe who allow themſelves in ſins more 
groſs, and apparently flagrant, —The time, I ſay, 
1s approaching, wherein men ſhall ſee the Lord 
will be King +, let the people' be never ſo impa- 


tient under his wiſe and juſt adminiſtration; though 
many ſeem to imagine they can order things more 


to their own advantage, and ſo are preſuming to 


take the government of themſelves, as well as 


others, into their own hands. — But verily there is 
a God thatjudgeth theearth, and will finally judge 
it both for preſumptuous fins, as well as ſecret wick- 
edneſs, —<* For the day of the Lord will certainly 
come upon every one that is proud and lofty, 
and upon every high tower and fenced wall, and 
upon all their pleaſant pictures; and the witdom 
and haughtineſs of men ſhall be laid low, and 
"=O the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that * ” 


' £6 


cc 


O! then let the people ponder their ways and 
their doings, repent of them, turn to the Lord, 
and ſay with King David, It is better to fall into 
« the hands of the Lord, for his mercies are great, 
than intothe hands of [fallible preſuming] men; 
who deceive the people, with ſome aſſertions it is 
impoſſible they can ever prove. 

2 

But the pleaders for this unnatural prac- 
tice alledge, that it is a vi] act, and that mens 
reaſon 1s allowed to judge in civil and natural af- 
fairs. So are eating, drinking, cloathing, mar- 


rying, trading, Se. all civil acts ,—nevertheleſs, | 


in all human affairs, it is indiſputably clear, that 


55 Hugo Grotius, in winding up his life, among others, has 
this laying. © Ah! 1 have conſumed my lite in labo icuſly 
„doing nothing, 


+ Jer. v. 


C the 


| 
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the Almighty deſigned we-ſhould be governed by 
religion, which is defined to be a tie, bond, or obli- - 
gation men are under to glorify God with their 
bodies, ſouls, and fpirits, which are his. Thus 
we are obliged to do ;—and even in the natural 
neceſſary accommodations of the body, lent us in 
our journey to a better country, whether ye eat 
% or drink, or whatſoever ye do, — Do it all to the 
glory of God,“ was the exhortation of an eminent 
apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt to his Chriſtian brethren z ' 
—and which, I think, includes every action of 


our lives, whether natural, civil, or religious. 


"Www i in his nature is indigent as a creature, and 
therefore dependent on his Creator (the ſole Pro- 
prietor of all things) for every loan in temporals, 
and obliged for every good and perfect gift in 


ſpirituals; and therefore we, as good ſtewards of 


the manifold gifts and graces the Almighty is 
pleaſed to favour us with, ought to uſe them, and 
every talent and faculty of our minds, all to his 
glory and honour.— Thou ſhalt honour the Lord 
with thy ſubſtance,” ſays an inſpired prophet, 
(then we muſt not conſume it on our luſts) who 

alſo ſays, Thou ſhalt honour the Lord, not 
doing thy own ways, nor doing thine own plea- 
e ſure ;” nay farther “ nor ſpeaking thine own 
& words.” Jſaiab lviii. For we are not our own, 


and therefore we are called on to glorify God in 


our bodies, which, as well as our ſpirits, are his. 


The primitive Chriſtians, as hiſtory informs us, 
ſought to the Lord in all their temporal affairs 
and neceſſary employments, obſerving the apoſtle 
Fames's precept in theſe matters, who intimates 
that Chriſtians ſhould not will for themſelves, and 
lay, ** I will go into this or that city, and buy, 

and 


(39: } 
though ſome may ſay, T he Lord hath inflicted a 
diſcaſe, and is able to heal with a word, Ephpha- 
<« tha, —be- opened, —or be healed z”—yet is he 
pleaſed to make uſe of outward means, and em- 
ploy foreign hands to apply them; as he many 
times conveys inſtruction and relief to men in a 
religious ſenſe by his meſſengers and miniſters, 


when, beyond a doubt, he could do is work 
himſelf. | 


Next let us obſerve, and aſk in the words 
of a ſervant of God in paſt ages, Was not the 
« water made ſweet with wood, that the virtue 
thereof might be known? And God hath given 
man this ſkill, that He (God) might be honoured 


in all his marvellous works ; with ſuch doth he heal 


men, and taketh away pains, —Thus inſtructed by 
kind Providence, the ſavage Indians in America 
find out the virtues of many ſalutary plants, eſpe- 
_ cially directed to that which extracts the venom, 
and cures the bite, of the rattle ſnake. —But we 
never qe have heard, that they have attempted to 
infuſe its poifon into mens blood, as a preſervative 
or charm to ſecure them from any future attacks 
of that formidable creature. 


Again; of theſe medicines, the ſame author tells 
us, the apothecary makes confections; and of 
&« js works there is no end. — Therefore in ſickneſs 
& be not negligent;“ as if he had ſaid, Do not 


« refuſe the means appointed of God. For he 


* 


& means of cure, and he that is wiſe will not abhor 


« them. - And what he adds ſeems to refer to 
diſcaſes ſent from heaven, as immediate viſitations 


and puniſhmenrs for lin.” * Therefore alſo be not 
« negligent, out pray to the Lord, and he will 
«© heal 
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hath created medicines out of the earth as a 


L 
e heal thee; leave off from fin, and order thy 
hands aright; and cleanſe thy heart from all 
* wickednefs. '— This would be the beſt pre ſerva- 
tive and prevention of calamities ; and, when ſent, 
not ſeldom the beſt remedy :—as in the inſtance of 
a proud and haughty monarch, who aſcribed attri- 
butes to himſelf, which only belong to the King .of 
kings, Power and Majeſty, whom we find thus arro- 
gantly ſpeaking—** Is not this great Babylon that 
<< I have built, for the houſe of the kingdom, by 
<« the might of my power, and for the honour of 
« my majeſty ?”— But after the unparallelled judg- 
ments inflicted on him, his note is changed: “ I, 
« Nebuchadnezzar, at the end of days (of his trial) 
« lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine un- 
« derſtanding returned unto me; and I bleſſed the 
« Mosr Hicn, and honoured Him, who liveth 
« for ever, whoſe dominion is everlaſting, and all 
<« the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as no- 
<« thing in his ſight; and he doth according to his 
« will inthe army of heaven, and among the in- 
« habitants of the earth; and none can ſtay his 
« hand, and ſay, What doſt thou ?—At the ſame 
time my reaſon (ſays he) returned,” —May we 
not conclude that his rea/on was enlightened, when 
he could ſay, © Now (not when I was honouring 
« the works of my hands). I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
« praiſe, and extol, and Wah the King of Hea- 
« ven; all whoſe works are truth, and his ways 
judgment; and thoſe that walk in pride he is 
« able to abaſe,”— Let us obſerve the abundance 
of excellent doctrine couched in this paſſage, and 
Jet men be warned by this king's puniſhment, not 
to truſt in their own bow“, and think their own 
arm ſhall ſave them, but be excited to withdraw 


BY 


* - 


* Pſalm xliv. 6, 


all 


Ew I 


0 an their 2 8 directed againſt Prnctience, and 


to point all their artillery againſt their Babel-build- 
ing erected to their own honour, leſt the Almighty 
ariſe in his power, and ſhake terribly chis earthly 
wiſdom; deprive them perhaps of their idol reaſon, 
though not in the ſame manner: but may they be 
ſufficiently bowed under his mighty tand, 4 in 
the time of their humiliation, will take away their 
falſe judgment; when men will confeſs God only 
wiſe, the only Potentate worthy to rule and reign, 
and ſay, Not unto ut, not unto us, but to thine 
« excellent name, O Lord! be aſcribed wiſdom, 
6 power, and the glory.“ 


I come next a little to conſider another common 


argument the pleaders for inoculation advance; 
viz. the + ſucceſs of the practice, and think it in- 
vincible; © for is it not reaſonable (ay they) to 
ce r conclude the Almigtity gives us tokens of ap- 
e probation i in the ſucceſſes that attend the prac- 

&« tice ?—T have marvelled that any man, who 
reads his Bible; ſhould offer ſuch a reaſon! And 
was king David now on earth, I make no doubt 
this plea would appear in his view as *© the ſpider's 
e web, which ſhall never beceme garments, nei- 
« ther in the end ſhall they cover themſelves with 
& theſe works.” The ſucceſſes of wicked men 
cauſed the ſteps of this pious king well nigh to 
flip:—** I was (ſays he) envious at the fooliſh, 
when I ſaw the proſperity of the wicked; ;—for 


+ If the pleaders for this practice edged, that but oze 
perfon in ten thouſand died under inoculation, How am I cer- 
tain that I -y7?/f, or my child, might not be that one? How 
dare J then do this evil, and ſin againſt God, and my own 
child ? One's own infirmiry one might bear : but the wound- 
ing reflection that one had brought diſeaſe and death on one's 
own child, who could bear ? 


= 3 © there 


1 Wwickedly concerning oppreſſion, and ſpeak ſofti- 
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c there are no bonds in their death, and their 
_<. ſtrength is firm: they are not in trouble like 
C other men; therefore pride compaſſeth them 
„ about, violence covereth them as a garment, 
e their eyes ſtandout with fatneſs ; they have more 


&« than heart can wiſh ; they are corrupt, and ſpeak 


&« ly ;—they ſet their mouths. againſt the heavens, 
tt and their tongue walketh through the earth; 
ce they ſay, How doth God know? Is there know- 
<« ledge in the Moſt High ?”—Is not this, in ef- 


fect, the modern language, when men are giving 


the preference to their own knowledge and worldly 
wiſdom ?—Behbold theſe are the ungodly, who 
proſper in the world z—they increaſe in riches, —If 
* this be thecaſe with the ungodly, why do I verily 
* cleanſe my heart in vain, and waſh my hands in 
% innocency : for all the day long have I been 
*© plagued, and chaſtened every morning. But 
« when I thought to know this (by looking with 
an eye of reaſon) it was too painful for me ;?— 
Not all his ſtudy, nor all his reaſon, could account 
for this ſeemingly partial and unequal dealing of 
Providence, © until (ſays he) I went into the ſanc- 
„% tuary of God.” Here he met a ſuperior light, 
which unfolded this great myſtery :—** then (ſays 


© he) I underſtood their end.—Surely Thou didſt 


« ſet them in ſlippery places; Thou caſtedſt them 
* down into deſtruction: how are they brought 
into deſolation as in a moment! They are ut- 
«* terly conſumed with thy terrors,”— —Again 
«© The works of the Lord are great, ard his 


thoughts very deep.“ A brutiſh man knoweth 


not, neither doth a fool underſtand this, That 
when the workers of iniquity do flouriſh, it is that 
they ſhall be deſtroyed for ever. — Job tells us how 


the tabernacles of robbers proſpered: —and the 


Prophet 


Prophet Wia "ſpeaking in i name mn the 


| 1 ſays, „There are found among my people 


8 wicked men, who become great, and wax rich; 
te they wax fat, they ſhine, they overpaſs the deeds 
of the wicked; they judge not the cauſe of the 
<« fatherleſs and right of the needy, yet they prol- 
* per. Eccigſ. xx. again; For there be wicked 
men, ynto whom it ha ppeneth according to the 
work of the righteops.” —Eceleſ; viii.“ There 
eis a ſinner that hath ſucceſs in evil things, and 
* prolongerh his life in his wickedneſs; and nes 
is a gan that turns to loſs, 8 


* 


Let us now a little advert to the ſucceſſes of 
the J/raclites, even when they arrived to an high 
pitch of idolatry, and, if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion, of impudency, which manifeſted itſelf, 
when the Prophet was ſent to teſtify againſt them. 

—*< As for the word that thou haſt ſpoken to 
us (though allowed to be in the name of the 
% Lord) we will not hearken unto thee: but we 
* will certainly do whatever thing goeth forth out 
© of our own mouths, to burn incenſe to the queen 
of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings un- 
«© to her, as we have done, we and our fathers, 
* our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah, 
e and in the ſtreets of Feruſalem.—For then we had 
e plenty of victuals, and we were well, and ſaw no 
c evil.” —Obſerve the ſucceſs in evil things. — 
« But ſince we have left off to burn incenſe to the 
& queen of heaven, we have wanted all things, 
« and have been conſumed by ſword and by fa- 
% mine.” How long did the Lord ſuffer the man- 
ners of this people, both after they arrived at the 
Land of Trolls as well as he had done in the 
Wilderneſs l—=—And becauſe judgment was not 
# Chap, v. 

x: ſpeedily 


in 1 to do wickedly, Though a finner da 
& evil an hundred times, and his . are pro- 
«longed, yet. I know it ſhall be well them that 


1 
i -cedily ; ah . hearts were Nedfaſtly fer. 


cc 1 5 Sod. But mark their end hough their 
puniſhments llumbered, and they were ſucbeſtful, 
it was that they ſhould be deſtroyed; and finally 
the Lord caſt them out of his fight, and delivered 
them over to the will of their enemies. The proud 
in that time, as well as in this, were counted bap- 
; they that wrought wickedneſs were ſet up, 

and they that tempted God were delivered (as they 
imagined, and faid, on another occaſion). to doall 
theſe abominations.— Thus i in times paſt God ſuf- 
fered Tfratl, and, as we are told, all nations, to 
walk in their own ways, till the cup of iniquity 
was full wand then his right hand took hold on 


vengeance, and they were deſtroyed. 


I will juſt remark here (tho? it may ſeem a little 
digreſſive) That we have divers paſſages in Scrip- 
ture which prohibir b 19. implication, as well as ons 
that poſitively forbids, the making proviſion for 
the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof. And the 
Apoſtle John furniſhes us with ſufficient argu- 
ments to deter us from employments that do ſo, 


hy telling us, That all that is in the world, the 


* Joſt of the "fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 


pride of life, is not of God, but of the work, 


which the ſame Apoſtle reinarks s lies in 1 5 517 
ce neſs.” — Yet how do we ſee profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity making, vending, wearing, and uſing all 
theſe pomps and vanities, without reſtraint or fear, 
in Andes of the doctrines and prohibitions we 
meet with in Scripture! And in this caſe we may 
obſerve the great ſucceſs. attending many thus 
e ſome of whom at the fame time 


without 


* 


Increaſe, when a 
in what they ſtile ſucceſs, but by pegmiſſion.— 


"+ 


without heſitation confeſs to the truth of what ig 
pere aſſerted: and theſe people are bleſſing * them- 
ſelves, and ſaying, God has bleſſed them with this 


The Apoſtle Paul, writing to the firſt Chriſtians, 


% ſays as follows ;—Let ours (that is, Chriſtians) 
learn to maintain good works for neceſſary uſes ; 
—that is, ſays the marginal note, profeſs honeſt 
trades. Diſhoneſt ones there are many ;—and 


* Ephraim is a merchant—the balances of deceit are in 
er his hand: and Fpraim ſaid, Yet J am become rich, I have 
found me out fubſtance: in all my labours they ſhall find 
* none iniquity in me, that were fin.” Hof. xii. Is not 
this the language of the preſent age? — But the day of the Lord 

ms to be haſtening, wherein it probably will be ſaid to this 


nation, as the Almighty heretofore ſaid to Iſrael, © ] hou haſt 


„ forgotten me, ſaith the Lord God.—Behold therefore 1 


% have ſmitten my hand at thy diſhoneſt gain, which thou 


5 haſt made: and at thy blood which is in the midſt of thee.” 


[Chriſt being daily 'crucify'd, or put to open ſhame, by the 
praQice of abundance of people in this nation]! Can thine 
heart endure, or can thine hands be ſtrong, in the days 
« that I ſhall thus deal with thee ?” Ezet. xii. And in 
„that day will the Lord overthrow the ſeats of them that 
„ ſell doves,” thoſe innocent things, as ſome term them; 
tho? others, as before hinted, confeſs they are the luſts forbid 


* 


— — 2 : 

Thus upon all this traffick and merchandize of Babylon, az 
well as upon her fins of a deeper dye, will this day come— 
* And the voice of her harpers and her muſicians”—with all 

her pleaſures and delights,” with her craftſmen of various 
kinds, which are inconhſtent with chriſtianity, * ſhall be found 
* no more in her“ Rew. xviii. Vet I truſt and earneſtly pray 


that this judgment may be inwatdly revealed in the hearts of the 


people, that they may be convinced of fin, of righteouſneſs, 
and of falſe judgment, by the Spirit of Chriſt, whoſe work it 
is—that he Will ſpare both the bodies and ſouls of men, tho' 
he burn up their ſins with unquenchable fire.— And, if it 


conſiſt with his holy attributes, magnify that of his mercy 


in the redemption and reſtoration of men, —rather than that 
of his julſlice in the deſtruction of ſinners, 
953 e 41 . . „53 4. 


though 


though the laws of men reach them not, yet are 

they judged and condemned by the righteous. law 
of God wrote in the heart. And better would-it 
be if men more ordinarily recurred to it for counſel 


and direction; ſince we find a woe pronounced 
againſt ſuch as take counſel, and not of God. 
That there are many unlayful callings profeſſed by 
men, is evident; which cauſed a religious man 
in the laſt century (who beheld the world, and 

w there was peril, becauſe of the many devices 


| therein which vexed his ſo..]) to endeavour to find 
out The cauſes of the corruption of Chriſtians ; which 


is the title of his treatiſe z and among others, he 
mentions unlawful callings, which he aſſigns as one 
cauſe of the dreadful effects ſo,notorious among 


I ſhall once more refer to Scripture reſpecting 
the ſucceſſes attending the wicked. Witneſs that 
ſuccefs of Diana's craftſmen, who made ſhrines, 
or little ſilver images, of that idol, whom, they 
faid, all the world worſhipped; and hiſtory in- 


forms us, that at Ephejus every family had one of 


theſe images: This great demand brought great 
wealth to the craftſmen , as did the divinations of 
a ſeryant to her maſters, by her black art; which 
ſpirit of divination, Paul, in the name of the Lord, 


diſpoſſeſſed her of, And when her maſters. ſaw the 


hopes of their gain were gone, theſe diviners be- 


came mad, and they caught Paul and Silas, and 


brought them before the rulers, &c. Acts xvi.— 
Let us next remark how the authors and venders 
of the books of curious arts proſpered ; and long 


'proſpered, as we may ſuppoſe, and got much gain 


by the ſale of theſe books: nevertheleſs they, 


among the many that believed, came and confeſſed, 


and ſhewed their deeds, brought their books, and 
| burned 


J * 
burned them before all men; and they counted 
the price of them, and found it to be fifty thou- 
ſand pieces of filyer;—ſo mightily grew the Word 
of God, and prevailed.— By this Word and Power 
their RRAsOoN became. enligbtentd, and their wills 
ſubjected to the religion and dotirines of Feſus Chriſt, 
pPreached by Paul, his faithful and zealous ſervant, 

againſt idolatry.—— And now let us come a little 
nearer home; and obferve how ſucceſsfully theatres 
(or. play- houſes) flouriſh ; thoſe more than ordinary 
corrupters of the manners and principles of thoſe 
called Chriſtians! How long have theſe ſucceeded 
(which began long before the name of Chriſtian _ 
ſubſifled) though not uncenſured ; being reproved 
and condemned both by moral Heathens, and by 

Chriſtians in all ſucceeding ages, —as they evidently 
are by the doctrines, precepts, and example of the 
Divine Author of Chriſtianity.—And though theſe 
nurſeries of vice go on ſucceſsfully, I cannot ſup- 
poſe any will be ſo hardy as to ſay, the Almighty 
approves, and fo proſpers them,—any more than 
other irreligious and impious practices abounding 
in this ſinful nation, yet ſpared, and yet unpuniſhed, 
for their manifold offences againſt Heaven ; from 
whence appears the long forbearance of a merciful 
God, who till waits to be gracious, and by ſundry 

means, and after divers manners, is aſfaying to 
gather the people, and bring them home to Him- 
ſelf; but it ſeems they will not yet be gathered. — 
The ſucceſs attending vice, immorality, and irre- 
ligion, and the length of time the manners of the 
people have been ſuffered, ſeems a dreadful pre- 
ſage of impending and approaching judgments ; 
which may God of his infinite mercy yer avert, 
and take to himſelf his great power, and in the 
day thereof make the people a willing people: 
willing to be ſubjects of his kingdom, and then 


E 


i wilt make chem heirs of his glory.——But we 


never ſhall arrive at this hap a unleſs we 
are brought into. that ſtate” 4 "ſabje&tion and de- 
1 David was, where he 5 prays, © 

4 


ys, —* Guide,” or Thou wilt guide me by tl 
« counſel, and afterwards feceive re. to gi 


Pals + En 


Bot ubtsithſlapding this boaſt of ſuccefs in the 5 
matter before us, have not many failures and mif. 
carriages' appeated, though artfully endeavou red 
to be concealed? But when they capnot be hid, 


their Reaſon is at hand; ready to attribute them to 
foreign cauſes ; though others have no feaſon to 


think, but that they are the effects of inoculation. 
And here, let me not offer my opinion only, but 
experience, of the pernicious telics remaining after 
the proceſs; ſuch as tumours, foulneſs remaining 


in the blood years after; a dreadful inftance of 
' Which J had in one of my own family, on ſome of 


whom, in the times of my ignorance, I cauſed 
this operation to be performed, which did not ſe- 
eure ſome in the family from innumerable erup- 
tions or puſtules; no, not from a dangerous con- 
fluence of them. On one of my children there 


appeared about ſixteen eruptions, which ſhe got 


ſafely through but, in a few days after, another 
appearance more alarming ſhewed itſelf, in a large 
and painful tumour ; which notwithſtanding 1 had 
the beſt advice, ſtubbornly baffled all their endea- 
vours, and greatly affected my poor child for the 
ſpace of a year, or more ; in which time ſhe ſuf- 
tered inexpreſſible torture by various applications 
and operations; and J ſuffered in her affliftion 
(having been the procuring cauſe thereof) more 
pain and diſtreſs of ſoul than words can ſet forth; 


which induces me to borrow his, who ſaid on a 


certain 


1 


bettain occaſion. . Let ſcofſers and unbelievers, 
* whodiſclaim a dependence on Providence, and 
ce diſpute the wiſdom of God's governm 


culate; for my own Part, I have been otherwiſe. 
taught, not only by the things I have ſuffered in 
myſelf and children, but farther inſtructed by the 
Holy Author of that religion I profeſs, and 2 
bly hope in ſome Arer pres to n the: 
practice. 0 | 


oe 
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benefit of afflictions, which men ſo much dread; 


and try to avoid; which are ſent of God, our kind 
and merciful F ather, to matt us holy, or to pre- 
ſerve us ſo, that we may be fitted for union and 


fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, and made 
co-heirs with Chriſt in his holy kingdom, into which 


he himſelf aſſures us, nothing.unclean or defiled 
can enter. We are told afflictions do not ariſe 
out of the duſt; both ſeripture and our own 


perience prove the aſſertion beyond eee 


And what would become of man, arrived to a great 
degree of pride and arrogance, by his nature being 
depraved, if he was not afflicted? Let calamities 
come in what form they may, the hand of the 


Lord appears in them, in mercy and judgment, to- 


awaken men to righteouſneſs, and bring them to 
the knowledge of himfelf; to ſtir up the righteous, 
who have not already attained, to leave the things 
behind, and to preſs toward the mark for the prize 


of the bigh calling. of God in Chriſt Jeſus, as well 


as to try their love, faith and patience.— The ſcrip- 
tures afford ſo many concurring teſtimonies to the 
benefits ariſing from theſe divine viſitations, that I 


E. had 


ent ; let 
% theſe ihoculate | But let us Chriſtians, Who 
“ have been better inſtructed, look higher for 
« \ſecurity.''—1 ſay alſo, let ſuch as Sewn ino- 


N 


hol 


1 34 ] 


he reader thither, than undertake 


had rather refer t 


the-taſk of tranſcribin g them here—Yet one the 


royal prophet gives in, I may not omit,—where 
he ſays, before I was afflifted, I went aſtray: 
but now have I kept thy word.” Pal. cxix.— 


Let us alſo lend an ear to what a moral heathen 
once ſaid:—“ he that isa ftranger. to afflic- 
* tions, is the moſt unhappy among men.“ -Nay 


we ſometimes hear the ſoberer ſort among chriſtians 
ſay, that they had been viſited in ſuch and ſuch a 


providence, hoping that it would be ſanctified to 


them; no doubt meaning, * and they by it.“ 


Now let me offer my own experience in evi- 
dence; but firſt premiſe, that tho* I do not confine 
the viſitations of Providence to a ſick bed*, nor to 
any peculiar diſeaſe; yet my firſt awakening was in 
my youth, when I languiſhed under a great degree 
of infection from the ſmall pox, in what is ſtiled 
the natural way.— In that ſeaſon of great affliction, 
a light ſhone out of obſcurity, the like of which 1 


the hidden things of darkneſs: it ſet my fins in a 

ear manner before my view, and I was ſum- 
moned to judgment by the Judge both of quick 
and dead, who now was near, and ſtood at my 
door, with his charge againſt me; which I could not 
evade, but pleaded guilty.— And beingthus brought 
to the bar of Divine juſtice, no tongue can deſcribe, 
nor heart conceive, but ſuch who have been in the 


eh before had beheld, and diſcovered in my ſoul 
Cc 


* Tho' I could collect many teſtimonies to my purpoſe, 
acknowledging the great benefit of thoſe divine viſitations they 
have experienced on a fick bed, from a cloud of witneſſes, 
I ſhall juft offer one;—Rzwetus, alearned man, ſays i* Ar ſuch a 
© ſeaſon God has learned me more of him/elf in ten days 
« ficknets, than I could get by all my labours and ſtudies.” 

OE PENN's No Crefs No Crown, 


like 


[ 35 1 
like fituation, the tribulation and ane 
fion and horror that attended 


guiſh, .confu- 
my 100 Afraid | 
of death, tho*' ſeemingly ſo near it; - but more 
afraid of the judgment which I knew muſt un- 
avoidably follow. The infirmity of my body I 
was able to ſuſtain; but a wounded conſcience for 
ſin and iniquity, who can bear! We 


But oh! happy diſtreſs, i in which 1 aw my Ons: 
and was firſt taught to pray with the Spirit and un- 
derſtanding for remiſſion of them. Tho' in an un- 
— and ſenſeleſs manner I had been to this pe- 
I my life, confeſſing myſelf a miſerable ſin- 
— and high offender againſt God's laws; yet 
never before had I truly felt the weight and bur- 
then of ſin.— nor a godly ſorrow for the ſame.— 
But when my merciful Creator and -kigd-Preſer- 
ver was pleaſed to ſay © It is enough,” his own 
Ann brought ſalvation, and ſuſtained and reſtored 
me to my uſual good Race of health. 


But here methinks I can't omit one circumſtance 
in this trying ſeaſon; and that is, All my worldly 
delights then dropped their veil, and let me ſee 
they could afford me no relief : amongſt all my 
lovers, or beloveds, I had none to comfort me : 
neither my diſconſolate Parent, nor weeping ſiſters, 
were able to protract a life naturally dear to them, 
which they were apprehenſive was ſo near death.— 
Bur I have ſometimes ſaid, why was my life thus 
mercifully preſerved ? Perhaps to warn ihe Youth, 
as one raiſed from the dead in a ſpiritual ſenſe, as 
well as marvelouſly preſerved from death in a na- 
tural ſenſe, leſt they ſhould come to that place of 
torment in another life, which I was in in this, 
where alone remains both an Advocate with the 
Father, as well as a ſacrifice for ſin. 
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LE. 3 0-4 Th 
©. The practice under notice may not unaptly be 
compared to a deluge, overflowing great part of 


- the face of the earth, ſweeping away the former 


conſcientious feruples ꝶ of many men and women, 
and perverting their judgments, whereby they have 
been deceived as the men of Epheſus were, when 
it was feigned by ſome that the image they pro- 
poſed to be worſhipped came down from Hea- 


ven, that the deluſion might the better prevail. — 
In like manner many people, rich and poor, bond 


and free, aged and youth, * are led by the ex- 


amples and reaſonings of men to wonder after this 
practice and to receive the mark, —ſaying, Who 


is like unto theſe men, who have mouths. given 
them ſpeaking fuch great things, and abilities ro 
perform ſuch mighty wonders in the fight of men? 
Thus art ibe people robbed, ſnared into holes, and 
hid in priſon houſes ;,—they are given for a prey, and 
none delivereth,,-for a ſpoil, and noue ſaith reſtore. 


+ Many who formerly were very much againſt the practice 
have given away their ſtrength— And one of this number 
heretofore compared it to the tower of Babe/, which men 
built to go out of the reach of providence—Oh ! the inſta- 


| bility of poor mortals—ſuch are not like to excel, who give 


away their ſcruples even in ſmall matters. For as one ſays, 
Nothing is ſmall that God makes matter of conſcience to 
* do, or leave undone.” Penn's No Croſs No Crown, chap. ix. 
ſet. 8. And many have ſeen they ought not to inoculate, till 
by example and perſuaſion they have done it. 

* Iwould have inoculators, eſpecially ſome of them, conſider 


that the love of God and our neighbour, which is charity in 


the higheſt ſenſe, obliges us not to ſeek our own, but every 
man another's wealth : for tho' they think they may venture 
on the practice, there are many who have conſcientious ſcru- 
ples, which they durſt not venture to lay aſide, till the example 


of ſuch and ſuch led them into this fleſhly liberty. —Theſe ex- 


amples are far different to thoſe Paul calls us to follow him in 
—and indeed proves they are not walking charitably towards 


their brether, for whom Chriſt died, who thus cauſe him to 


oftend. | | 
I had 


e 


8 
I had not ſpoke this language, had not the Lord 
ſhewed me the iniquity, and cauſed me to behold 
this grievance, and inclined me to cry out againſt 
it.-And may I add ſincerely, my eye is ſingly 
directed to the honour of God, and the proſpe- 
rity of his church, of which there are ſome mem 
bers under every religious denomination, for whoſe 
enlargement and peace I am frequently influenced 
to pray ;—as in truth I cannot forget Zion, nor 
help preferring Jeruſalem above my chiefeſt oy, — 
earneſtly deſiring that peace may be within her 
walls, and proſperity within her palaces. Not only 
for my brethren and companions ſake, — but for 
the ſake of mankind univerſally, have I wiſhed her 
peace; — and that ſhe may, for this great end, be 
divinely illuminated, directed, and aſſiſted to pur- 
ſue thoſe things that make for her eternal peace. 


I ſhall now conclude in the words of the Pſal- 
miſt, Pf. xl. 4. Bleſſed is the man that maketh 
« the Lord his truſt, and reſpecteth not the 
«« proud, nor ſuch as turn aſide to lies.“ 
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Extracted from the Travels of Sir CuAR LES 

Tnontrsox to France, Italy, Turkey, &c. 
Vol. II. p. 171. Printed 1744, and ſold 
by J. NEWBERY. | | 


HEY here import great numbers of 


te 
mT ſlaves, taken by the Tartars incur- 
«c 


ſions into Chriſtendom, or bought up 
«© by Chriſtian or Jewiſh factors at Circaflia “, 
« in Greece, Mingrelia, and the adjacent coun- 
„tries; whoſe inhabitants, though Chriſtians in 
« name, make no ſcruple of ſelling their children 
« into Turkey and Perſia, where they are morally 
“ ſure they will become Mabometans.— This they 
do, indeed, not with a view of their being uſed 


It is ſaid that in Circaſſia, inoculation for the ſmall pox 
was firſt practiſed on children, in order to preſerve their 
beauty; the daughters of the Circaſſians being admired, and 
ſold at a high price to the Turks and Perſians for the above 
purpoſes, The practice of inoculating for this diſtemper, is 
new among us in England, and owes its original to the eaſtern 
nations—But Dr, Shaw tells us, it is in no great repute in 
thoſe parts of Barbary and the Levant where he has been, 
moſt people eſteeming it to be a tempting of Providence, and ſo- 
liciting a diſtemper . nature is diſpoſed to receive it. 


, —— 
5 -_ 


"It; 40 ] | 
ec as ſlaves, but are in "hopes their beauty will 
% procure them admiſſion into the families of the 
greateſt princes And ſcarce a girl when ſhe 
<& leaves her father's houſe, but expects at at leaſt 


_ to be the mine: of a Baſhaw. 5 8 
4 1 s, 5 | | 


«<< By this kde we find the Cats Signior's ſe- 
„ raglioes furniſhed . with women (ſays another 


E < author) : ſo however harſh-the ſelling of their 


children may ſeem in the ears of the weſtern 
ou; people, when we underſtand upon what mo- 
ives they part with them, 'it abates much of 


cc. * deteſtation, which, at firſt view, this unna- 


04. * tural PRs ſeems to deſerve,” 

But let me here remark, it would better have 
become a profeſſed Chriſtian to have ſaid that it 
was an aggravation of the crime, and, added to 
the deteſtation; for © the profeſſed Chriſtian 

«(he tells us) is under a neceſſity of turning Ma- 
, © bometan; and many heretofore chaſte virgins 
£ are obliged to ſubmit to the luſt of the Grand 

er Baſhaws, Sc. and turn harlots.“ 


Extract 


. 


Extraft from Dr. Map on fnoculation, Page 


BS 


187 2151 142 of his Medical Works, vol. II. 5 


fetring the ſmall pox from an infected 
. to one that is ſound, has prevailed among 


<< us for ſome years. 77 his matter has drawn 
cc phyſicians f into parties, ſome approving, others 


44 diſapproving the practice. I ſhall interpoſe my 


« opinion in the caſe. Our nature is ſo formed, 


<« that although we are inclined always to avoid 
« whatever may be hurtful; yet when an evil is to 
& to be undergone but once, we are impatient to go 
through it with a certain boldneſs, with a view that 
« the remainder of life might be paſſed without 
© the. uneaſineſs ariſing from the continual ap- 
© prehenſion of its coming upon us: and it having 


<< been found that no one. has been ſeized with 


es the ſmall pox a ſecond time, men began to con- 
© ſult how the diſeaſe might be communicated ; 
c and it was obvious to conjecture that the /zeds of 
the contagion lay hid in the puſtules. 


& have often wondered how ſuch notions 
& could come into the heads of people quite 
ignorant of what relates to Phyſic; for as far 
© as J have been able to find out upon enquiry, 
« this was the invention of the Circaſſians, the 
„ women of which country are ſaid to excel in 
* beauty; upon which account it is very com- 
* mon, eſpecially among the poorer fort, to ſell 
* their girls for ſlaves into the ogy 

5 parts. 


HE taſtom of inoculating, or tranſ- 
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parts. When therefore 2 was obſerved, chat 
they who were feized with this diſtemper were 
in leſs danger both of their beauty and life the 
younger they were, they contrived this way 
of infecting the body, that ſo the merchandize - 
might bring them the greater profit; Neither 
did the thing require the aſſiſtance of a Phy- 
ſician or Surgeon :—tt was ſufficient to make 
2 ſmall wound in the ſkin in any part of the 
body, and put into it a very little of the 
matter taken from the ripe puſtules; and this 
even the Women had learned to practiſe.” See 


b Philoſophical Tranſactions, No. 339, 347. 


* In proceſs of time this art began to be 
uſed at Conſtantinople and Smyrna, not by the 
Turks, who imagine all things come to pals 
by unavoidable fate, and think it impious to op- 
poſe or reſiſt it. but was practiſed among the 
Grecians, Armenians, and the people of other 
countries living there, who gave the knowledge 
of it to our countrymen.—But a learned author 
{Maitland's account of inoculation, London, 
1722) fays, the practice of ſowing this diſ- 
eaſe was known to the Chineſe above a hundred 
years; but they do it in another manner. They 
take ſome of the dried puſtules, and put them 
into a bottle, ſtopt cloſe, —then put three or 
four of them, with a grain of muſk, up the 
noſtrils. Bur the Chineſe way 1s attended with 
more danger than the Grecian ; for the mor- 
bid particles inſpired, violently offend the brain, 
by reaſon of its nearneſs to the nerves which 
perform the office of ſmelling.—Now this dil- 
eaſe has been followed without much fear, and 
ſometimes with a degree of raſhneſs, as promiſ- 


* ing à milder degree of ſmall pox than the 


«© natural 
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pox.,—For my part, I have not been able to 
find one convincing proof of the kind: I know | 


11 


natural way: — And by accounts collected by 
ſuch who have enquired into the affair, ſcarce 
one in a hundred dies. Things being thus, 


we may conſider whether there are any reaſons to 


the contrary. In the firſt place, ſome inſiſt that 


the eruptions produced by inoculation are not 


the genuine ſmall pox, and cannot ſecure them 
from the diſeaſe hereafter. Moreover, they 


bring teſtimonies of particular patients, who 


after having undergone the artificial diſtemper, 


have nevertheleſs been afterwards ſeized with 


the true one. For my part, I cannot under 


ſtand how the ſeed of this diſeaſe ſhould not 
produce its own proper diſtemper, but another 
of a different kind; nor does it matter which 
way the infection is received, provided it brings 
manifeſt marks of the diſeaſe. As to thole who: 


have been inoculated with. ſucceſs, theſe. are 


ſaid: to have ſuffered or had the diſeaſe or ſmalt 


4 


a ſtory is ſpread abroad, particularly by a late 
author, of a boy, who three years after he had 
been inoculated, had it broke out again; but 
I am well aſſured this account is doubtful ; 
and there were ſome in the family, who af- 
firmed that no ſmall pox appeared on ino- 
culation, and that the parents (as we eaſily 
believe what we wiſh) were deceived them- 
ſelves; and that the by-ſtanders did not care 


to take from them that pleaſing miſtzke,—. 
But why do we not fee it come to pals oft- 


ner? They will flill go on to terrify us, by 
ſaying there is a danger, leſt, together with the 
{mall pox, ſome other diſeaſe inherent in the 
blood ſhould be tranſmitted into the ſound body; 


2 f 1 


all contagion being Es FT! aftive n is 
indeed not 5 robable that ſome other diſtem- 
per, beſides thoſe which are cutaneous, may 


by ſuch a way as this get admittance into the 


Nin ſuch as ſcrophula's tending to the king's. 
evil, ſwellings, and the venereal diſeaſe; yet 1 
can hardly believe that it ever happens that 
the ſeed of one diſtemper ſhould bring dong 


with it, mixed with it, the procreative matter o 


another of a nature different from it. How- 

ever, it would be madneſs in a phyſician, with- - 
out choice, to take the morbid matter out of 
ſuch bodies without diſtinction: The proper 
ſubjects, are infants and children, ſound in 
other reſpects as far as can be judged, and born 
of healthy parents. This I mention, becauſe } 

have known more than ance, raſh and unwary 


* ſurgeons tranſplant the diſeaſe into bodies 


« weak and of ill habits with a fatal event. 
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Laſtly, it is of conſequence to take care not to 
throw a new infection on one already infected. 
J have obſerved this to prove mortal, nature 
being oppreſſed under a double diſeaſe, when 
ſhe might have got the better in either ſingly. 
Alt is proper to mention that this artificial dif- 
eaſe requires ſcarce any help from medicine. 

To conclude, it ought not to be omitted, that 
boils and ſwellings under the arm: pits ariſe 
more frequently after the diſtemper procur- 
ed by art, than after that which comes of 
its own accord, —for this reaſon, that the ve- 
nomous matter 1s puſhed forth with leſs force ; 
which diſadvantage nature makes amends for 
this way ;—therefore. all poſſible means are 
to be taken to ripen the tumours of whatever 
kind they are; and if this cannot be done, they 
muſt be opened by inciſion, and when the 


66 matter 


* 


N ene e 5 45 1 (eo IG e treo 
£6. matter. is all drawn out, the body, muſt be pur- 
6. ged, and theſe. muſt be oftner repeated than in 
- 55. the natural diſeaſſee. 


- Thus we find by Dr. Mead's account, the doc- 
tors at. firſt were divided in judgment concerning 
this practice introduced by M. W. Montague. 
This was what ſhe tells us ſne feared, when ſhe 
ſays in one of her letters from Turkey, I ſhould 
% not fail to write to ſame of our doctors (re. 
« ſpecting the ingrafting the ſmall pox, as ſhe 
* terms it) if I knew any of them had virtue 
“ enough to give up. ſuch a conſiderable part of 
* their revenue. For ſhe informs us, none but 
Old Women inoctuliteds; *the' Doctors had no hand 
in it.— But we find, as ſoon as they took the prac- 
tice into their own hands, and were conſidered 
neceſſary in the caſe, their ſcruples vaniſhed, and 
they fell into the practice; - though I never heard 
their demands were ſo exorbitant as they are at 
preſent :—theſe artiſts demanding five guineas, 
for what every Old Woman in Turkey performed, 
we may reaſonably conclude, for ſo many pence. 
But on a ſuppoſition the practice was warrantable 
on Chriſtian principles, the demand ſeems un- 
reaſonable and unchriſtian, and may juſtly be 
termed extortion. ; 


* 


And though this, with divers attendants on the 
practice, appears in the view of many reflecting 
perſons very different from what it may to thoſe 
who plead for the uſe, - the principal and moſt 
affecting argument againſt it, is, that man ſhould 
dare to diſhogour God, by taking a privilege out 
of his hands, and preſuming to inflict a diſeaſe 
before his time.—And though many people are 
creating a peace in the practice, and _ the 
| IEEE 


j 


bitterneſs of death is over, yet the Lord may meet 


ſuch in an hour they are not aware, and turn 


back the wiſdom of the wiſe in reaſon's ſchool, 


uninlightened by his divine wiſdom, may fruf- 


trate their tokens, and bring to nought their fal- 


lacious reaſoning. —In a word, he will take away 


 . their battlements for they are not the Lord's. 


Thus we ſee the riſe of inoculation; and if I. 


am wrong in ſaying, I believe it was ſuggeſted 


by the enemy of all righteouſneſs, let every un- 


_ biaſſed reader judge, U% 


WHILE 


[x7 HILET was ruminating on the preſent 
treatment of ſubjects under inoculation, 
and that ſome had neither ſymptoms nor erup- 
tions; it occurred, that the very cold regimen, 
lately fallen into by ſome phyſicians, tended to ob- 
ſtruct and prevent the infuſed matter from taking 
any effect; as there is no fermentation, and there- 
fore no inflammation produced in the blood, there 
being too great a degree of cold and moiſture z 
and ſo I find the delign has been defeated in many 
ſubjects. | 5 bo 


While J was thus conſidering the caſe, the fol- 
lowing compariſon occurred from experiments 
and obſervations in gardening, 


Seeds that are ſown either in an improper ſoil, 
or a foil that by accident becomes ſo through too 
much cold and moiſture, not only have their ex- 
crementitious coats deſtroyed, but even the part 
- which ſhould vegetate; and by this means the 
the whole ſeed is killed intirely.—But ſow ſome 
of the ſame ſeed in a ſoi! properly qualified with 
a due proportion of heat and moiſture, and no diſ- 
appointment follows. 5 ; 
From this I infer (not as ſome do, that the pa- 
tient, who has neither ſymptoms nor eruptions, 
is ſecure ffom future infection) but that the in- 
fection probably may take place when the blood is 
in a condition to receive it, by reaſon of the neceſ- 
ſary proportions or degrees of heat, moiſture, c. 
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